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Playground on way
to Russian hospital

BY RACHEL KONOPACKI
rkonopacki@theaegis.com

Fifteen-year-old Alex Griffith of
Forest Hill is close to realizing his
dream of building a playground at
Children’s Hospital 20 in his birth city in
Krasnoyarsk, Siberia.

Alex will travel to Krasnoyarsk at
the end of July with three other Boy
Scouts and two adults to assemble
the playground, whose equipment was
assembled and examined last week at
Kefauver Lumber Co. in Forest Hill.

The grand opening of the playground
is slated for Aug. 12, Alex’s 16th birthday.
Alex was adopted by Dwight and Jenny
Griffith from Siberia in 1994, when he
was he was 11 months old.

Alex’s idea to build a playground in
his birth city came about when he téad
a journal his father, Dwight Griffith, had
written about their experience in Russia
for the adoption. The journal mentioned
a playground at Children’s Hospital 20
that was in poor condition and needed

remodeling.

After reading the journal, Alex said he
decided, as part of his Boy Scout Eagle
Project, he would provide a service to his
birth home in Russia.

Between fund-raisers, donations
and a match grant, Alex was able to
raise $61,574. Alex received $26,679
in donations, $26,646 from Rotary
organizations, including a grant from
Rotary International, and raised $8,249
through Scout fund-raising.

“This would not have been possible
without the help from the Rotary
organizations,” Dwight Griffith said.

In two-and-a-half years,Alexhas spent
618 hours of own time with the project, in
addition to the 982 hours contributed by
volunteers: He has.received contributions,
of time, expertise and money from more
than 500 people in 73 cities, 23 states and
four countries, making this a worldwide
effort. i

Since the beginning of the project,

Alex has worked 444 days and sent and
received 1,019 e-mails.

“This has been a lot of work for him,”
Dwight Griffith said. “He wanted to quit,
but he didn't.”

The playground was ordered a little
over a month ago from Playworld Systems
Inc. and arrived April 6 at Kefauver
Lumber Co.

The new playground for children ages
5 though 12 will be Americans with
Disabilities Act, or ADA, accessible and
will have 20 components, including a
rock wall, slide and swing.

The playground will also have two
wooden totem poles, one with a bear, the
unofficial symbol of Russia, and one with
an eagle, the official symbol of America.
The color of the playground will be red,

«white and blue, the colors of both the

Russian and American flags.

After the playground’s arrival in Forest
Hill, Alex checked of the parts before
the crew of six who will be traveling to
Russia practiced assembling it.

On Thursday and Friday, the crew
worked to package the playground, tools
and additional materials in a shipping
container at Kefauver Lumber. Griffith
said Rick Edie at Kefauver Lumber
has been incredibly giving during this
project.



