N .
LI

4 _THE-BALUMQRESUN i NE_WS‘__['suNoAY. AUGUST 23,2009 - = ©

’Harford Scout helps brlng
playground to orphanage
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Alex: Grlﬁith doesn’t remember 1t
N buthehvedtheﬁrstyearofhlshfeat’ .

Coa Slbenan hospltal for abandoned children
. . .where the playground. oonsxsted\ofa smgle
S \metalswmgandanunkemptsandbox e
% Today, becauise of the efforts of the North:
S Harford High'! School sophomore, the play
-"‘area has slides; a climbing wall arid dozens
of otherpleoes, and has become a. symbol of:
fnen\dshm and. cooperatlon between:two-
% nations separated by an ocean and vastly 2
L d1ﬁ‘erent 1deologles - HT GRIEFITH/PHOTO FOR. THE BALTIMORE SUN

- o7 Alex lived the first year of his hfe at a- - Alex Griffith (second from left) is thanked .
. hosp;tal for .abandoned cthdren\” in- the - -for his contributions to the playground at
" Slbenan city ofKrasnoyarsk ’ the Krasnoyarsk orbhanage of his birth.
-:He ‘was adopted n 1994 by Dw1ght and
o Jenn}y Griffith of Jarrettsville: As he grew,” awaltmg surgery spotted the act1v1ty ﬂ'om '

- *the Griffiths shared their journal of their hishospitalroom. a.ndjomed thern: Doctors
. trip toRussia ‘with their son, onie.of, theJr . delayed the surgery, until the-: day .the

. ﬁve adopted children,” - - - Athericans 1eft. One “morning, when the
“The photo of- the stark playthmgs gave . Americans: .arrived on- -the construction

-him the motivation to launch the play - gite, they saw a Russian worker writing

Ea groundprOJect . " “US. 4 Russia = Friends” in- the play

. - For.the past two years, Alex —hJS fa.m.ﬂy ground’s sandy base.” .. :
e \hls Scout Troop 809 and the Bel Air Rotary . TheRussians would watch the work and :

" -’Club have worked to raise money for the _ pose for plctures by a sign the Merlcans )

; effort. ! 2 had posted to describe the project. . -~ =
“ After collectmg $62,000 from p1t beef and _ .~ “The Russidns kept posmg by the s1gn
- candy ‘salés. ‘and . donations, there - was - hke‘ it vvasra ‘monumient,” said: Chnstlan
. - “enotigh to purchase g0 playground pieces 7~ Posko, 16, who used money he was savmg
" and ship them, along with two 8foot-tall: - for a car to help pay foi; the.trip:-“T-guess
woodencarvmgsofaneagleandabearﬂlat - they rea]]y thought we were buﬂdmgp s

gracethe entranceto playground: :: ‘miracle” .

-Alex celebrated: his 16th. bthhday ﬁusj‘-‘.’ ‘Shane Rymer, 18 @ member of thie same
~:month in. the towh of his birth, as he and - Scout troop who has joined the US. Ma-.
" several other volunteers: from Harford “_rines and leaves. for’ ﬁt camp t‘ms.week .
Countyo‘ompletedmelrwork Nl - end,said the trip “made me realize how |

T *Kids were .playing on the pieces the K pnvﬂeged we: are here and how mueh. we ]
- whole time we were building it,” said Alex.” . take for grant :
- “Afthe grandopemng, therewas alonghne, . Rotary Internatlonal arranged for the\
" forthesliding board.” - - - Americans fo'stay with’ Krasnoyarsk fami-
“o i The project will a]most oertamly earn . -liés.. The gioup toued. the orphanage,-:
-. AlexhisEagle Scout badge, the hlghestBoy " .where ‘Alex ‘would: have lived, and v151ted
o ,Soouthonor Ithasa]sogeneratedgoodwﬂ.l =_Hosp1ta120 where he wasborn, ..
.~ ..spawned friendships and led:co the start of ~ “Itwasreallycool,” Alex gaid: “Everyone }
f_Slbenasﬁrst Scout troop. - knew why we had comeand someeven saad :
- Peoplekeptte]lmgusoverandoverthat:' ‘1 lmowthatlud i -
- we didn’t ‘bring.a, playground to Krasno-. Volunteer Dave Kraft | gave one Ch]ld a,.
. yarsk we brought 4 miracle;” sa1d Dwight -Bo‘y- Sc‘out bolo tie at the:‘grand: opening
“Griffith,. who traveled with- his son, three remony. He spotted the child the next day;
ie wearmgthet:leand’asashmadefromthe
whité and blue streamers at-the ribbon -
uttmg“ Several dozen . children ~were:’
) ‘on the equipment, while thelr g
are"tswatchedﬁ'om benchss.. - :
Wassist like any othér playground
: world ». he sa.ld
. s SRR

thankingns.” - -
Qneyqungmansawthestory on Russ_lan
and:rg Tﬁsblke 1o the site, He stay




