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KaBOOM! is the national non-
profit that empowers communities
to build playgrounds.

We passionately believe that play
has purpose, and that
unstructured play in particular &
helps make children happier, fitter,
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Playmaker of the Month: Alex Griffith

Alex Griffith, 15, from Forest Hill, Md., took it
upon himself to build a playground in Russia
for his Eagle Scout project.

That, however, is only the tip of the iceberg.
Adopted from Krasnoyarsk, Russia, he found
out that the playground at the hospital where
he was born was in severe disrepair - just a
rusty swing and a muddy sand pit.

While thinking about ideas for his Eagle Scout

2 Project, he decided that he wanted to raise
money for a new playground there — and was
off and running!

"Krasnoyarsk gave me life and a
chance to survive," he said. "l would
like to give the children of
Krasnoyarsk a safe and fun place to
play."

Alex spent 6 months researching the existing
playground, then proposed his idea. The Scouts were incredibly supportive - Mike
Balog, who approved the plan, praised Alex's initiative in expanding the sense of
community to a more global context. To get support, Alex then sold candy, put on a
car show, had a letter writing campaign, and went to local business meetings, then
received support from Rotary International and various adoption groups. In total, he's
had help from over 500 people, and right now, has raised over $56,000 out of
$60,000 and is still going strong!

o




